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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


NATIONAL Baptist CONVENTION, U.S.A. 
iBirming hain lasers ees September 4-8, 1940 


FEDERAL CouNcIL oF CHURCHES, DEPARTMENT OF 
EVANGELISM 


IN@woe) OFKs Noe Y crease eee September 17, 1940 


CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Wrashinetony Ws Caceres September 17-19, 1940 


FepERAL CounciL OF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
New York; Nw” VY 225 aa eee September 20, 1940 


Women’s INTERDENOMINATIONAL Missionary INSTITUTE 
Chicagoyos Ul ee eeeeee September 24, 25, 1940 


Worip’s SunpAy ScHoot Association, NortH AMERI- 
cAN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 


New: York, Nw Ves eoe en eee October 9, 1940 


PROTESTANT EpiIscopAL CHuRCH, GENERAL CONVENTION 
Kansasi City, Mo seo-e eee October 9, 1940 


Unitrep LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
Omaha, Nebri cee ee October 9-16, 1940 


AMERICAN SECTIONS OF UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
AND OF WorLD CONFERENCE ON FaITH AND ORDER 


INew VorkyoNocY S23. eee October 24, 1940 


Home Missions Councizt, ANNUAL MEETING 
Atlanticn' City, Ne Jie ee December 10-12, 1940 


Counc, oF WomeEN FOR Home Missions, ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Atlantios Citys (Na) =.2-ee December 10-12, 1940 


FEDERAL CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES, BIENNIAL MEETING 
Atlantic CityatNa Jets eeeeee December 10-12, 1940 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL Councm, oN MEN’s Work 
Chicago) Mlle ee eee February 8, 9, 1941 


INTERNATIONAL CouNCIL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Chicago,» Tiles eee cae eee February 10-15, 1941 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
St. (Louis; Mo theese ee eee May 1-7, 1941 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Prayer in Wartime 


O God, eternal, sure and strong, when the 
world seems falling to pieces around us, when 
so many hopes are dashed to the ground and 
so many dreams shattered, help us to rest our 
minds in Thee and in the strength of those 
everlasting values which nothing can destroy. 
Beauty remains, and truth, and_ kindness. 
Friendship abides, and love, and faith, and hope. 
Tenderness for the needy and ministries of love 
and freedom, these remain unsullied by violence 
and hate and proud ambitions. 

Keep us close to the real things, that through 
constant thought of them and through seeking 
to possess them, our souls may, through all 
these storms, abide in the secure haven of Thy 
peace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Challenge to the 
National Christian Mission 


Our people are preoccupied with immediate 
issues of governmental policy, national.and in- 
ternational. Issues of immense moral signifi- 
cance are involved. The churches, as agencies 
of moral influence in national life, are concerned. 
It is their responsibility to define the moral is- 
sues and to strengthen the impulse to morally re- 
sponsible political behavior among their people 
and in the community generally. But the 
churches will fail to discharge their full respon- 


sibility to the community if they become so 
absorbed.in the immediate problems of govern- 
mental policy as to forget, or permit their 
people to forget, that the effectiveness of polit- 
ical action rests ultimately upon the moral char- 
acter and the spiritual vitality of the nation. 

The National Christian Mission could not 
have come at a more crucial moment. America 
needs it; the churches need it. The responsi- 
bility resting upon the men and women leading 
it—both nationally and locally—is tremendous. 
For they must probe down to the heart of the 
fundamental faith and motive of American life, 
and more especially of the churches. No facile 
rhetorical embroidery of the superficial and 
obvious will suffice. They must draw the people 
to a faith that will be durable for nights of fear 
and days of frenzied confusion. They must chal- 
lenge the people to motives and impulses which 
will undergird our national life and fit us to as- 
sume more effectively our responsibilities as a 
nation in a chaotic world community. The 
people have a right to expect such guidance 
and leadership from the churches. 


RESTATE THE WORLD’S PROBLEMS 


If the churches are to be at all adequate to 
this task, they must provide a more profound 
analysis of our present troubles than secularism 
provides. V. A. Demant in a paper preparatory 
to the Oxford Conference, said, “The specifi- 
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cally Christian message can never be merely a 
better answer to the world’s problem as stated 
in the world’s own way, however noble the 
world’s interpreters may be; still less can it be 
taking the world’s answer to its own problem 
and trying to give it a kind of religious in- 
tensity.” The churches must restate the world’s 
problem. 

They must state more incisively the relation 
between the moral and the political and eco- 
nomic. Americans generally still have an un- 
warranted confidence in the efficacy of political 
institutions and processes—important as they 
are—to solve our national and international 
problems. For example, the political structure 
of democracy—immensely important—sags and 
collapses unless it rests upon foundations of spir- 
itual discipline and moral social responsibility. 
We talk much about the religious foundations of 
our national life; and yet, it is reported that 
there are many millions of children and youth in 
our country who are not receiving any instruc- 
tion in an institution of religion. We are con- 
cerned about the defense of democracy; religious 
education is even more essential than arma- 
ments. 

Do we really believe that enlightened human- 
ism cannot solve our problems and the world’s 
problems? If we do so believe, why do we so 
often talk and act as if we were “realistic” only 
when we have reduced these problems to terms 
of politics and economics? If the churches are 
to be truly realistic, they must do more than add 
what Dr. Demant calls “religious intensity” to 
the solutions proposed by the secular wisdom of 
politics and economics. They must state the 
problems in moral and spiritual terms and they 
must provide the requisite motive and dynamic. 
Moral insight and spiritual commitment are 
absolutely indispensable and primary; political 
and economic measures are likewise indis- 
pensable, but they are secondary. 

This argument does not imply that the 
churches are not concerned with politics and 
economics. On the contrary, it requires that the 
churches go to the very heart and center of 
them to reveal their meaning. By so doing they 
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will better secure the world and will also be 
true to their own genius. 


RECALL THE PEOPLE TO FAITH 


Can the churches live in the thick of the 
world’s turmoil and not be caught by its frenzy? 
Can they maintain a poise like that of the good 
physician amidst confusion at the scene of an 
accident? To achieve this they must have an 
inner composure based upon a sure faith. The 
word of God spoken by Isaiah was for a time of 
confusion and strife such as this: “In quietness 
and confidence shall be your strength.” Both 
the churches and the world need this faith, and 
need it desperately. It is because we have neg- 
lected God that we have come upon days of 
chaos, not because God has forgotten us (to 
refer to the cover cartoon). | 

During these recent weeks some of the leaders 
of the National Christian Mission have been 
under discipline in the Ashrams, seeking quiet- 
ness and confidence. This has been good prep- 
aration for a crucial test. It was out of the 
quietness and confidence of periods on the 
Mount that Moses brought divine law and 
guidance to his confused people. It was before 
the quietness and confidence of Our Lord, com- 
ing from the lonely prayer of Gethsemane, that 
the officers who had come to arrest Him “went 
backward and fell to the ground.” 

Deeper understanding, and the quietness and 
confidence of surer faith—these are the para- 
mount needs of our people and of our churches. 
May the National Christian Mission be used of 
God for the answering of these needs! 


Editors Rally to Council’s Support 


When a defamatory circular misrepresenting 
the Federal Council and the Protestant churches 
generally was put out last June by an organiza- 
tion calling itself ““American Women Against 
Communism, Inc.,” many voices arose in protest 
against its uninformed charges and unfair as- 
persions. An especially influential utterance 
was an editorial in the Oregon Journal, Port- 
land, Ore., which said in part: 
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“The Federal Council of Churches should say 
‘Thank you’ to the anonymous authors of a 
recent pamphlet defaming the Council. 

“The attack upon the Council and the assault 
upon the churches that compose it gave organ- 
ized religion the best opportunity it has had in 
the present crisis to be listened to not only by 
friends but by critics whose sense of fair treat- 
ment had been outraged. 

“Based upon its record, the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America is entitled 
to a distinguished service medal. Its 22 con- 
stituent denominations control its policies and 
elect its governing council and executive com- 
mittee. Its program nationalizes, and even in- 
ternationalizes, Christian evangelism. Its work 
for international justice and goodwill is an alter- 
native of force and hate. Its cultivation of the 
spirit of worship has fallen short only because 
of a lack of general response from those who 
must ultimately recognize that unless the spir- 
itual dominates, all of life’s higher goals are 

unattainable. 

“The Federal Council of Churches has done a 
great deal to impart to this democracy the es- 
sential character of a Christian democracy. 

“Toiling along in its routines, the Council is 
often taken as a matter of course. Attacked 
and condemned by enmity and falsehood, it but 
glows the brighter in the American sky.” 

Other editorials or articles vigorously sup- 
porting the Council appeared in The Churchman 
(Episcopal), The Christian Advocate (Metho- 
dist), The Christian Evangelist (Disciples of 
Christ), Te Messenger (Evangelical and Re- 
formed), The Christian Century and several 
other journals of the churches. 

The detailed reply of the Council’s oificers to 
the circular in question may be k7d upor request 
to the FEDERAL CoUNCIL BULLETIN. 


The Sacrament for a Suffering World 


How grateful we should be that the high and 
‘universal Sacrament of the Christian Church is 
a celebration of both suffering and victory! 
Only a Church which has at its altars a place for 
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anguish and tears could gather humanity into 
its fellowship today. Only a religion which 
leads through seeming frustration to victory 
can satisfy this world’s needs. 

World-Wide Communion, which will be cele- 
brated in many thousands of churches through- 
out the world on Sunday, October sixth, may 
have a significance far beyond our comprehen- 
sion. Taking the Cup and the symbol of the 
Body broken for the sin and suffering of hu- 
manity, will be the widow, the orphan, the 
refugee, the prisoner, of other lands in mystic 
fellowship with us Americans. Thus the Sac- 
rament will bind together, by the suffering and 
redeeming love of God through Christ, a world 
of men set over against each other in conflict, 
a humanity literally torn and bleeding. 

It is not contemplated that there will be union 
services; rather it is hoped that each household 
of faith will have all its members participating 
in a service which belongs not so much to it as 
to the whole family of fellow-worshippers in 
Christ around the world. Thus there will be in 
reality one Union Service of many creeds and 
tongues. 

Because of the inescapable consciousness of 
fellowship with those who suffer it has been sug- 
gested that the service in American churches will 
be more complete and blessed if we on that 
occasion dedicate ourselves to a Christian min- 
istry of mercy and relief to those who are in 
distress. To achieve this purpose, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relief Appeals in the Churches 
has issued a common brief statement and a 
prayer of intercession and dedication for use in 
the service. As we bear one another’s burdens 
we shall “fulfil the law of Christ” and deepen 
the experience of His Presence through sacri- 
fice. It is not intended that it should be a ‘“‘cam- 
paign Sunday.” One spirit must be all-absorb- 
ing—the spirit of fellowship in Christ’s suffering 
and in one another’s suffering. 

The observance of World-Wide Communion 
Sunday should set the spiritual level for the 
National Christian Mission. Through the Mis- 
sion the cause of Christ should find new vitality, 
not only among us in America but, because of 
our new life, around the world. 
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The Council and the Conscientious Objector 


to War 


training, now pending in Congress, brings into 

sharp focus the issue of the conscientious objector 
to war. Not many church bodies are on record for or 
against peace-time conscription. ‘The fact is that this 
question was precipitated with such suddenness that the 
churches had no time to act. But the position of the 
churches is clear with respect to the conscientious 
objector. 

In the original Burke-Wadsworth Bill, exemption for 
conscientious objectors was limited to those persons 
holding membership in any “well-recognized religious 
sect whose creed or principles forbid members to par- 
ticipate in war.” This was, in substance, the formula 
used by World War draft boards. Since that time, how- 
ever, practically all of the larger and more influential re- 
ligious bodies in the United States have taken action 
pledging their support to such of their number as have 
conscientious scruples against participating in war or 
preparations for war. Included among these bodies are 
the following: Executive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, International Convention of the 
Disciples of Christ, the Methodist Church, Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., Northern Baptist Convention, Southern Baptist 
Convention, Evangelical Synod of North America, Re- 
formed Church in America, Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, American Unitarian Association, and 
the Universalist General Convention. 


| fee ION providing for compulsory military 


CHANGES ADVOCATED 


In view of the limited provisions for the conscientious 
objector embodied in the earlier draft of the Burke- 
Wadsworth Bill, Walter W. Van Kirk, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council’s Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill, transmitted to Senator Morris 
Sheppard, Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Com- 
mittee, a memorandum strongly recommending a broad- 
ening of that section of the bill defining ‘“‘conscientious 
objection” as ground for exemption from service. It was 
recommended that exemption be provided “for members 
of any well-recognized religious communion who have 
conscientious scruples against the bearing of arms or 
participation in war.” 

Mr. Van Kirk advised the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee that “to exempt only such persons as are 
members of sects whose creed or principles forbid their 
members to participate in war in any form, falls far 
short of meeting the requirements of the present situa- 
tion.” ‘Were this act to be adopted in its present form,” 
said Mr. Van Kirk, “a grave injustice would be done 


to those members of other religious bodies who are no 
less sincere in their opposition to war and compulsory 
military service.” Senator Sheppard and his colleagues 
were reminded that practically all of the larger denomi- 
nations of the country had by official action expressed 
concern for, and their purpose to defend the rights of, 
those of their number who for reasons of conscience shun 
the use of the sword. ‘Your Committee,” said Mr. Van 
Kirk, “is duty bound to take this fact into account in the 
legislation now being drafted by your Committee.” 

The memorandum to Senator Sheppard went on to 
say— 

“President Roosevelt, in a statement made public at Hyde 
Park, July 5, named five ‘freedoms’ deemed by him to be essential 
to peace and world order. Among these was freedom of religion. 
The churches support this declaration of the President. How can 
religion be ‘free’ if the honest and well-established position of the 
conscientious objectors of our churches is ignored in the pro- 
posed system of selective compulsory military training? 

“The Federal Council of the Churches has not, thus far, taken 
any official action with respect to the Bill itself. But it does 
claim the right to bring to the attention of your Committee the 
necessity of making adequate provisions for such members of our 
churches as have conscientious scruples against participation in 
war and in compulsory military training. Indeed, we have been 
mandated by several of our constituent denominations to do this 
very thing. 

“The Federal Council has created a special Committee on the 
Conscientious Objector. This Committee would welcome the 
opportunity to confer with you and with other members of the 
Congress regarding forms of, and legislative provisions for, alter- 
native service to be rendered by conscientious objectors in the 
event such persons are to be exempted from military service. Such 
service might include resettlement of refugees, forestry, relief and 
reconstruction work in local communities, medical and health 
work and farm labor. A civilian administrative agency might 
well be created with which the churches might codperate in the 
promotion of non-military projects for the conscientious objector.” 


Similar overtures were made to the Senate Committee 
by representatives of the Methodist Church and the 
Disciples of Christ and by other religious leaders. Some 
days later Roswell P. Barnes, Associate General Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council, appeared personally before 
the House Committee on Military Affairs to state the 
case of the conscientious objector. 


REVISIONS IN THE SENATE BILL 


The revised draft of the Burke-Wadsworth Bill, as 
presented to the Senate, was in harmony with the recom- 
mendations submitted to the Senate and House Com-— 
mittees by officers of the Federal Council. As it now 
stands, the Bill contains the following provision: ‘“Noth- 
ing contained in this act shall be construed to require any 
person to be subject to combat training or service in the 
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land or naval forces of the United States who, by reason 

‘of religious training and belief, is conscientiously opposed 

to participation in war in any form, and is so found to 

be a bona fide objector as hereinafter provided...” 
Further specifications were as follows: 


“All persons claiming such conscientious objections shall be 
listed on a register of conscientious objectors at the time of their 
classification by a local board, and persons so registered shall be 
at once referred to the Department of Justice for inquiry and 
hearing. After appropriate inquiry by the proper agency of the 
Department of Justice, a hearing is to be held by the Department 
of Justice regarding the character and good faith of the objection. 

“The Department shall, after hearing, if the objection be sus- 
tained, recommend (1) that the objector shall be assigned to 
noncombatant service in such capacity as the President shall 
designate as noncombatant; or (2) if found to be a conscientious 
objector opposed to participation in war in any form, that he 
shall be assigned to work of national importance under civilian 
direction; or (3) if said objection is not sustained, the local board 
shall be immediately notified thereof. 

“The name of such objector shall then be removed from the 
register of conscientious objectors and such objector shall there- 
after be subject to classification. Should such conscientious 
objector or the local board disagree with the findings of the 
Department of Justice, said local board shall immediately refer 
said case to the appeal board having jurisdiction for final deter- 
mination.” 


The provision just referred to, which establishes the 
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Department of Justice as the government agency having 
primary responsibility in determining the “character and 
good faith” of the conscientious objector, is also in line 
with the position long since taken by the Federal Council. 

As long ago as last November a delegation of church- 
men including Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Dr. Oliver J. 
Hart, Mr. Coleman Jennings, Dr. Dwight Bradley, and 
Mr. Van Kirk conferred with Attorney General Frank 
Murphy. This conference was the result of an overture 
laid before the Federal Council’s Executive Committee 
by the commission appointed by the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In this interview 
with the Attorney General, Mr. Van Kirk recommended 
that in any situation involving the conscientious objector 
jurisdiction be vested in the Department of Justice. 
Throughout it has been the contention of the Federal 
Council that the conscientious objector should be respon- 
sible to civil agencies of the government, not military. 

In May of this year the Federal Council’s Executive 


Committee voted to constitute a Committee on the 


Conscientious Objector. This Committee will deal with 
the relation of the conscientious objector to the Church 
and to the government as well as with alternative service 
for conscientious objectors in war time. 

Watter W. VAN Kirk 


“Christ is the Answer” 


tional Christian Mission is building its program for 
the 22 cities to be visited this winter. Christ has 
the only adequate message for the world today. 

The Mission, reads the Statement of Purpose prepared 
by the Mission Committee, ‘‘seeks to recapture the fear- 
less aggressiveness of the early Christian Church .. . to 
get Christianity into action . . . It is a remobilization of 
our spiritual forces which the gravity of the hour” de- 
mands. 

A part of this united spiritual mobilization is the 
World-Wide Fellowship of Prayer. Already more than 
15,000 have enrolled, pledging themselves to pray for 
“my own life and work . .. a world-wide revival of 
Christianity . . . the establishment of a righteous peace.” 

One high point on the program will be the observance 
of World-Wide Communion Sunday, October 6. It is 
hoped that every congregation around the world will 
find it possible to join in this observance. The plan does 
not contemplate union communion services, but rather 
that each local church shall seek to have all its members 
present at its own service. 

The schedule for the Mission this fall includes these 
eleven cities: Kansas City, the week beginning Sep- 


‘k= is the central theme around which the Na- 


tember 29; Denver, October 6; Minneapolis, October 13; 
Oklahoma City, October 20; Houston, Tex., October 27; 
Little Rock, Ark., November 6; Indianapolis, Ind., 
November 10; Chicago, November 17; Springfield, IIl., 
November 21; Baltimore, November 24; and Hartford, 
Conn., December 1. Another group of eleven cities will 
be. visited next winter. 

More than 150 leading ministers and laymen repre- 
senting all denominations and all sections of the country 
will take part in the Mission. In addition there will be 
these representatives from other lands: E. Stanley Jones 
of India, Adolf Keller of Switzerland, Muriel Lester of 
England, J. L. Hromadka of Czecho-Slovakia, and 
Richard Roberts and Frederick W. Norwood of Canada. 
An average of thirty speakers will appear in each city. 

Local committees of one hundred in all Mission cities 
have spent the last year in thorough preparation for the 
big event. The Mission is interdenominational and 
interracial; and while it is sponsored by the Department 
of Evangelism of the Federal Council, it also has the 
hearty codperation of the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, the Home Missions Councils, the 
Foreign Missions Conference, and the National Council 
of Church Women. 


8 FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


The program in each Mission city has the twofold 
purpose of reviving interest within the Church, and 
reaching groups outside the Church—with heavy em- 
phasis on the latter. Special efforts are being made to 
reach every phase of the city’s life. In addition to mass 
meetings and special discussion groups for ministers and 
church women, there will be scores of programs designed 
to bridge the gap between the church door and the 
street. Speakers will address civic clubs, labor unions 
and other groups. Meetings will be held in high schools, 
in shops, factories and department stores. 
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Besides the regular Mission week there are two other 
main phases: the preparation period beginning with 
World-Wide Communion Sunday, October 6, which will 
feature a Church Loyalty Crusade; and the continuation 
period following the Mission week. One major item on 
the follow-up program will be the holding of two-day 
Missions in more than a hundred smaller cities. The 
climax of the Mission will be on Easter Sunday, April 
13. Until that date each congregation will move forward 
with an intensified campaign to stimulate attendance and 
otherwise increase the effectiveness of its whole program. 


The Churches and the Havana Conference 


"| “\ HE peace of the Western Hemisphere is an end 
devoutly to be desired As the Christians of the 
United States pray for a cessation of hostilities 

in Europe and the Far East they are mindful of the threats 

to the peace of the New World. Hence their interest in 
the Pan-American Conference, which met in Havana, in 

July. 

Developments in Europe made the question of colonies 
in the Western Hemisphere a burning issue. Secretary 
of State Hull announced that any transfer in the owner- 
ship of those possessions would be a violation of the Mon- 
roe Doctrine and would be viewed with grave concern by 
this country. Accordingly, the foreign ministers of the 
twenty-one American Republics were asked to meet in 
Havana to consider the steps that might be taken to 
secure the peace of the Western world. 


CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES INVOLVED 


It was right and proper that the voice of the churches 
should be heard. In the spring of this year, the Federal 
Council’s Executive Committee received and commended 
to the churches, for study and action, the Message adopted 
by the Philadelphia Study Conference. This Conference 
declared that “the principle of eventual freedom for all 
peoples is not only the recognition of an essential right 
but is also a prerequisite to the creation of that sense of 
justice and goodwill without which we cannot hope to rid 
the world of war.” Somewhat earlier and in the same 
spirit the Geneva Conference of lay experts and ecumen- 
ical leaders convened by the Provisional Committee of 
the World Council of Churches had expressed the con- 
viction that ‘“‘the task of colonial government is no longer 
one of exclusive national concern, but . . . . must be re- 
garded as a common task of mankind, to be carried out in 
the interests of the colonial people by the most appro- 
priate form of organization.” 

In keeping with these affirmations the Department of 
International Justice and Goodwill, in anticipation of the 
Havana Conference, sent to Secretary of State Hull a 
letter from which the following is taken: 


“We respectfully recommend that the United States 
consult with all other American States in any procedure 
bearing upon the status of the Western colonial possessions 
of European powers..... 


“Far from strengthening American democracy, the out- 
right ownership of these possessions by the United States, 
either through the free choice of the Continental Powers 
concerned or as a result of a dictated peace in the event of 
a German victory, would imperil and weaken the solidarity 
of the Western Hemisphere. If any change is to be 
effected in the status of these possessions, it should be 
a change brought about by the joint action of all of the 
American States in codperation with the peoples con- 
cerned, with the administration of these possessions placed 
under the supervision of an inter-American body pending 
the time when they may secure for themselves complete 
and absolute independence.” 


In accordance with the request of our Department, I 
attended the Havana Conference where I had an oppor- 
tunity to talk with influential persons regarding the recom- 
mendations referred to above. 


DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 


The Act of Havana declares “That when islands or 
regions in the Americas now under the possession of non- 
American nations are in danger of becoming the subject of 
barter of territory or change of sovereignty, the American 
nations, taking into account the imperative need of con- 
tinental security and the desires of the inhabitants of the 
said islands or regions, may set up a regime of provisional 
administration.” 

It was further provided, and this is important from the 
standpoint of the churches, “that when the reasons re- 
quiring this measure shall cease to exist . . . . such terri- 
tories shall, in accordance with the principle reaffirmed 
by this Declaration that peoples of this Continent have the 
right freely to determine their own destinies, be organized 
as autonomous States if it shall appear that they are able 
to constitute and maintain themselves in such condition, 
or be restored to their previous status, whichever alter- 
native shall appear the more practicable and just.” 

The Act of Havana is of interest to the churches for 
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two reasons: first, it recognizes the principle of self-deter- 
mination for subject peoples; second, it precludes the 
possibility of any one American nation, the United States 
included, permanently occupying or administering the 
affairs of such colonial possessions whose status may be 
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threatened by the progress of the war. And both of these 
principles were embraced in the recommendations trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of State by the Federal Council’s 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill. 
WALTER W. VAN Kirk. 


Toward Justice and Understanding in Industry 


OR many years the Federal Council has recognized 
Fe: churches’ responsibility to promote mutual un- 

derstanding and codperation among various interests 
in American life. In some countries in recent times 
national disaster has followed upon tension and conflict 
between various elements in their citizenship, including 
trouble between groups roughly described as capital and 
labor. These considerations are of especial interest in 
connection with the observance of Labor Sunday. 

From the inception of the Department of the Church 
and Social Service—the first department established by 
the Council—a large proportion of the time and effort of 
the Executive Secretary was taken up in efforts to pro- 
mote education among church people with reference to 
labor and its problems and to bring employers and labor 
leaders into friendly understanding. Dr. Worth M. 
Tippy, then Secretary of the Department, for many years 
organized conferences at which employers, ministers and 
labor leaders spoke. He also emphasized the necessity of 
getting at the facts in a scientific manner and presenting 
them for the information of the churches. When in 1925 
Mr, Myers was added to the staff of the Department as 
Industrial Secretary these policies were continued and 
extended. 

The emphasis of the earlier years, as well as that of the 
present Industrial Division of the Department, has al- 
ways been upon promoting friendly understanding and co- 
operation between organized labor and employers. Rep- 
resentatives of both have been invited to speak at the 
many conferences and seminars set up by the Industrial 
Division. Frequently these efforts to bring capital and 
labor together have been handicapped by the fact that 
some groups have opposed the formation of national labor 
unions and have not wished even to discuss the matter, 
while the Federal Council, along with the churches gener- 
ally, has frankly stood, in the words of the Social Ideals 
of the Churches, for “the right of labor as well as em- 
ployers to organize.” 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

With the recent more general acceptance of the prin- 
ciple of collective bargaining, there is increasing oppor- 
tunity for the Industrial Division to effect what has been 
its constant purpose—to bring employers and labor to- 
gether in fuller understanding, to face frankly the faults 
and limitations on both sides, and to work out more 
effective ways of codperation for the public good. A 


notable instance of such a conference was the Interfaith 
Conference on Unemployment held in Washington, D. C., 
last June, where the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the National Association of Manufacturers and two 
other prominent employers were on the program, as well 
as two prominent labor leaders. At this conference, repre- 
sentatives of all economic groups came together under 
church auspices to confer in a constructive spirit on the 
common problem of unemployment. 

The inclusion in seminars of the National Christian 
Mission of emphasis on religion in industrial relations is 
another current expression of the Council’s purpose. In 
the effort to assure continuing results, the Missions will be 
followed in a number of cities by efforts of the local 
councils of churches and the Industrial Division of the 
Federal Council to establish some more permanent form 
of consultation and codperation among capital, labor 
and the Church. 


CONFERENCES OF MINISTERS AND BUSINESS MEN 


In the month of June informal conferences of business 
men and ministers met in three cities—New York, 
Buffalo and Rochester. In each case a group of about 
thirty, made up equally of clergymen and of representa- 
tive leaders of industry, met for an unhurried conversation 
and for luncheon or dinner together. The purpose of the 
conferences was to afford an opportunity for ministers 
and business men to share their views and experiences 
with one another. There were no formal addresses, all 
the emphasis being placed upon the give-and-take of dis- 
cussion. Business men and ministers came together as 
Christians who were concerned to see the Christian re- 
ligion exercise the greatest possible influence upon social 
and industrial life. 


The questions around which the discussion centered 
were as follows: 


1. What are the mutual interests of ministers and in- 
dustrial leaders in their relationship both to the 
Church and to industry today? 

2. What are the proper functions, methods and limita- 
tions of the Church and its ministry in dealing with 
social and industrial questions? 

3. What attitude should the churches take toward cer- 
tain specific industrial questions today: 

(a) Unemployment, poverty and social security 
(b) Relations of employer and employe 
(c) Relations of government to industry 
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(d) Social “checks and balances” in a system of 
private enterprise? 

The ministers were invited by the councils of churches; 
the business men by the National Association of Manufac- 
turers or its local branch. Dr. George A. Buttrick, Pres- 
ident of the Federal Council, was the chairman of the 
New York conference. In the Rochester and the Buffalo 
conferences Mr. H. W. Prentis, Jr., President of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, was one of the 
group. 
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The National Association of Manufacturers has ap- 
pointed a committee under the chairmanship of Mr. S. 
Welles Utley of Detroit to represent it in further con- 
ferences which it is proposing to initiate. 

No attempt was made to adopt findings or formal state- 
ments. The value of the gatherings consisted in the frank 
interchange of outlook and opinion. 

It is expected that the three conferences held in June 
will be a stimulus to many other cities to hold similar 
informal gatherings during the coming fall and winter. 


The First American Ashrams 


ture during August when they participated in the 

first American Ashrams, held as part of the prep- 
aration work for the coming National Christian Mis- 
sion. At the Saugatuck, Michigan, Ashram beginning 
July 27 there were 215 individuals from 31 states and 
four Canadian provinces in attendance during some part 
of the two-week program. More than 300 registered for 
the second Ashram which began August 10 at Blue 
Ridge, North Carolina. 

The word “Ashram” is an ancient term of East Indian 
origin, which means “a forest colony for spiritual educa- 
tion and community living.” The main difference be- 
tween an Ashram and the usual retreat is that in the 
Ashram there is more complete fellowship and a more 
strict spiritual discipline. That the members of these 
Ashrams did gain a new understanding from their ex- 
perience seems evident from the reactions expressed. 
Here, in so many words, are some typical comments: 

“I go away less a denominationalist than when I came. 
Not that I love my own denomination less, but that I 
have a new appreciation of other communions.” 

“I came here in hopeless confusion; I go away with 
inner clarity.” 

“T’ve come to a new appreciation of the value of 
Christ as the answer to the world’s ills.” 

The idea for the Ashrams was first proposed by E. V. 
Moorman, a layman of Quincy, Ill. For more than a 
year a special committee headed by Bishop John S. 
Stamm of the Evangelical Church, Harrisburg, Penn., 
worked on plans for the Ashrams in conjunction with Dr. 
Jesse M. Bader, Executive Secretary of the Federal 
Council’s Department of Evangelism. 

The daily Ashram program was a mixture of work, 
recreation, round-table discussions and meditation. At 
Saugatuck the day began with a silent period of worship 
on the shores of Lake Michigan. During the last ten 
minutes of the service members broke the silence they had 
kept since 9:30 the previous evening to share with others 
any special thoughts they had found. Other features of 


Sue 500 persons enjoyed a new spiritual adven- 


the morning schedule included seminar meetings, talks by 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, who has led Christian Ashrams 
in India, and an hour during which everyone did manual 
labor—the women made clothes for Chinese refugees; 
the men painted buildings, policed the grounds, and re- 
paired furniture. 

Representative of the spirit which guided the Ash- 
rams is this motto, one of several written by those 
attending: 

“Leave behind all race and class distinction, ye that 
enter here.” 


New Radio Schedule 


The weekday radio programs sponsored by the Federal 
Council of Churches are now broadcast at 1:30 P.M. over 
the Blue Network of the National Broadcasting Company 
instead of at 12:30 P.M. The change from the Red Net- 
work to the Blue has resulted in a gratifying increase in 
the number of stations carrying these programs. 

A new development of the summer was the series deal- 
ing with “Christian Education Today and Tomorrow,” 
presented by Dr. Luther Wesley Smith of the American 
Baptist Publication Society. This popular interpretation 
of the necessity for Christian education as a basis for both 
the personal and the national life has received an ex- 
ceptionally wide response. 

During June, July and August the Sunday programs 
have featured Dr. Paul E. Scherer and Dr. Frederick K. 
Stamm. The following weekday programs have been 
offered, each being presented once a week for a period of 
two or more months: 


Dr. Ralph S. Meadowcroft, in “The Riddle of Life” 

Miss Edith E. Lowry, in “Women in a Changing World” 

Dr. Luther Wesley Smith, in “Christian Education To- 
day and Tomorrow” 

Dr. Alvin E. Magary, in “Common Sense and Senti- 
ment” 

Dr. Leslie Bates Moss, in “At Home in the World” 

Dr. Mark A. Dawber, in “Frontiers of American Life” 

Dr. Ernest J. Mollenauer, in “The Silent Partner”’ 

Dr. Francis C. Stifler, in ‘Positive Answers to the 
World’s Despair” 
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_ Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, in “Religion in the News” 
_ Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, in “The Art of Living” 


For the month of September the schedule is as follows: 
Sundays 
Dr. Paul Scherer, in “Sunday Vespers,” 4:00 to 4:30 
P.M., WJZ and Blue Network 
Dr. Frederick K. Stamm, in “Highlights of the Bible,” 
10:00 to 10:30 A.M., WEAF and Red Network 


Weekdays, at 1:30 P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 


Mondays—Dr. Mark A. Dawber, in “Frontiers of 
American Life” 

Tuesdays—Miss Edith Elizabeth Lowry, in “Women 
in a Changing World” 

Wednesdays—Dr. Francis C. Stifler, in “Positive An- 
swers to the World’s Despair” 

Thursdays—Dr. Alvin E. Magary, in “Common Sense 
and Sentiment” 
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Fridays—Dr. Harold Paul Sloan, in “Faith and Free- 
dom” 
Saturday Evenings, at 6:30, 
over WEAF and Red Network 
Dr. Normal Vincent Peale, in “The Art of Living” 

In October another schedule of speakers will be an- 
nounced. 

The special radio offering entitled “A Plea for Under- 
standing,’ which was made available by the Federal 
Council to all local stations of the country last winter and 
spring, showed a final total of more than 600 programs 
presented by 237 speakers over 188 different stations in 
46 states of the Union. All of these messages emphasized 
the spirit of goodwill and codperation among the various 
racial groups in America. 


Labor Sunday Message, 1940 


(Issued by the Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, through its Department of the Church and Social Service.) 


The Concern of Religion with Unemployment 
The founder of Christianity was a workman. Chris- 


tianity stands in peril when it forgets that Jesus knew 
what it meant for a man to labor with his hands, to find 
the joy that comes when with skill he uses mind and body 
to minister to the needs of men. Work was not a burden 
which Christ reluctantly assumed. It was a means of 
fellowship with God, for Jesus said, “My Father worketh 
even until now and I work.” Jesus knew that creative 
work gave meaning and splendor to human life. 

Any economic society which fails to provide work for 
all, not only threatens the bread and butter of the poor, 
but also robs the unemployed of mankind’s divine heritage 
of self-respecting labor. A human society tainted by 
unemployment is immoral to the extent that it fails to 
seek a cure. We would, therefore, confess the corporate 
sin of our society in which millions today are denied the 
right to work. 


The Extent of Unemployment 
The conservative estimates of the National Industrial 


Conference Board indicate that about nine million poten- 
tial workers were unemployed in April, 1940. The situa- 
tion is the more serious because for the last three months 
of 1939 industrial production, according to the index of 
the Federal Reserve Board, was greater than the average 
for the year 1929. While divergent opinions are advanced 
to account for this unhappy situation, we would empha- 
size that controversy about the causes must not be per- 
mitted to obscure our common responsibility for their 
removal. 


The Nation’s Basic Economic Problem 
While recognizing that there have been many com- 


mendable efforts toward the solution of unemployment, 
we must now press forward with renewed determination 
and in a spirit of codperation and unity. Whatever the 


defense needs of the nation may be, pre-occupation with 
them must not be allowed to divert attention from our 
basic economic problem. The problem of unemployment 
must not become a political football. It must not be used 
for partisan purposes by any party. It must be the com- 
mon concern of all. This is the more important since 
there revolve around the problem of unemployment other 
major issues of our national well-being, including our 
hope for peace and the possible danger of war. 


Spiritual and Social Dangers 
Economic desperation leads multitudes of well-meaning 


citizens into temptation. Baffled, confused, embittered, 
seeing themselves in want in an age of potential plenty, not 
knowing where to turn, they are an easy prey for dema- 
gogues and would-be dictators. It is in such a psychology 
of despair that class bitterness increases, “scapegoats” 
are blamed for all the trouble, race hatreds flourish, civil 
liberties are curtailed or destroyed, labor’s rights of or- 
ganization are imperilled, and the ground is prepared for 
violence and dictatorship, either from the right or from 
the left. 

It is not enough to condemn these alarming social symp- 
toms which have already made their appearance in the 
life of our country. The more alarming the symptoms 
the more urgent it is to insist that the nation’s attention 
be focussed on the causes. True religion and sound eco- 
nomics agree that every legitimate effort be made to 
abolish unemployment. 


The Duty of the Church 
Because of the issues of justice, of human personality, 


of suffering and want, and of peace or war which are in- 

volved, unemployment is a major concern of the church. 

The church must insist in the name of God that every man 

shall have an opportunity for self-respecting work. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 

Let America accept the challenge to discover and put 
into effect measures for the cure of unemployment as one 
of the greatest possible contributions to democracy and 
to enduring peace among all nations. 

Let our churches call upon their members for their most 
prayerful thought and sacrificial devotion to the end that 
we may help build a world of economic security, justice, 
brotherhood and peace. 


The Church and the Chaplains 


On June 11 a conference held in Washington, D. C., and 
attended by representatives of the various religious bodies 
which nominate ministers to serve as chaplains to the men 
in the Army and Navy and CCC Camps unanimously rec- 
ommended a new plan for strengthening the ties between 
the chaplains and the churches. The plan contemplates the 
appointment of a special representative of the Protestant 
churches who shall devote his full time to visiting the 
chaplains, counselling them with regard to their work and 
helping to maintain close relations between them and the 
churches. 

The Roman Catholic Church several months ago ap- 
pointed one of its bishops to represent it in personal con- 
tacts with the chaplains. 

The plan which has been projected by the General Com- 
mittee on Army and Navy Chaplains under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Rufus W. Weaver requires the securing of 
special funds before it can be made effective. 


United States Committee for European 
Children 

Among the new movements in which the Federal 
Council of Churches is called upon to give assistance in 
behalf of its constituent denominations is the U. S. Com- 
mittee for the Care of European Children. This agency, 
of which Marshall Field is Chairman and Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Honorary Chairman, is the central agency 
through which American citizens are offering hospitality 
for the duration of the war to children from the British 
Isles. Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary 
of the Council, is a member of the Committee. At the 
request of the Federal Council, a subcommittee under 
the chairmanship of Rev. A. R. Pepper of the National 
Council of the Episcopal Church, is serving as a con- 
sultative body in connection with the allocation of 
Protestant children. 

Arrangements for facilitating the entry of the British 
children under a greatly simplified plan have been effected 
with the Department of State and the Division of Im- 
migration in the Attorney General’s Office. The problem 
of the transportation of children in large numbers from 
England to the United States and Canada still remains 
unsolved as the BULLETIN goes to press, though the first 
thousand are expected before the end of August. 
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Foreign Church News Service 

Reliable information about the life of the churches in 
all countries, their attitudes toward the war, and about 
ecumenical developments is given in the Internattonal 
Christian Press and Information Service, published 
weekly from Geneva with the collaboration of various 
international Christian organizations. Mimeographed. 
Subscriptions at $2.50 a year may be sent to the Universal 
Christian Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


Religion and Health Conferences 

Four hundred ministers and other religious workers par- 
ticipated in two regional conferences sponsored during the 
summer by the Committee on Religion and Health, in co- 
operation with the host seminaries and other bodies. Of 
these, 165 were in the conference at the Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary, the first of its kind ever to be held in 
the Midwest. “Personality and Pastoral Counselling” was 
discussed for two weeks by such outstanding leaders as 
George A. Buttrick, D.D., Harry Bone. Ph.D., Albert W. 
Palmer, D.D., Regina Westcott Wieman, Ed.D., Russell 
L. Dicks, B.D., Frank J. Sladen, M.D., and a dozen others. 

The first week’s discussion centered around foundations 
of contemporary knowledge of personality, while the sec- 
ond week emphasized the religious worker’s application of 
this knowledge in such fields as pastoral calling, personal 
interviews, preaching, religious education, and the like. 
In addition to the thirty-odd hours of regular conference 
sessions, informal group discussions amounting to more 
than twenty hours were held with the various leaders. 

The attendance was 235 at the comparable conference 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York City. This 
was held for one week, but in addition to the twenty-odd 
hours of the regular sessions, the leaders contributed an 
almost equal amount of time to informal discussion with 
those who were interested. 

The topic of the Union meeting was “The Contribution 
of Mental Hygiene to the Pastoral Ministry.” Three re- 
source leaders were present at all conference sessions: 
Smiley Blanton, M.D., Grace L. Elliott, Ph.D., and Otis 
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R, Rice, S.T.B., who acted as chairman of the conference. 
Others who aided at certain sessions were Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick, D.D., Carl Binger, M.D., Milton E. Kirk- 
patrick, M.D., and Gardner M. Day, D.D. 

These two conferences have moved the Committee on 
Religion and Health a step nearer its goal of annual con- 
ferences in each of several regions of the country, suffi- 
ciently large to permit expert leadership to be secured 
for each one. Religious workers are obviously recognizing 
the need for guidance in the field of mental health and 
pastoral relationships. 


Church Loyalty Crusade 


Under the direction of Rev. Guy H. Black, who is 
serving as Field Secretary for the National Christian 
Mission, a Church Loyalty Crusade will begin Sunday 
afternoon, September 29. More than 100,000 laymen 
in the 22 Mission cities will visit the members of their 
respective congregations for two purposes: 

To urge each member to be present for the World- 
Wide Communion service on Sunday, October 6, 
and to secure a commitment from each member to 
attend Sunday services regularly during the entire 
autumn. 

In addition to the 22 Mission cities, many other com- 
munities across the nation are entering into the Loyalty 
Crusade with real interest and enthusiasm. 
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Materials for Relief Appeals 


A number of denominations have set up national com- 
mittees to promote foreign relief appeals in their respec- 
tive churches. Practically all of these committees are 
working in close association with the Committee on 
Foreign Relief Appeals in the Churches, which was con- 
stituted by the Foreign Missions Conference and the 
Federal Council. 

Local churches which desire to conduct their appeals 
jointly in order to make a united impact upon their com- 
munity can obtain material for publicity and radio pro- 
grams from the Committee on Foreign Relief Appeals in 
the Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

This Committee will also supply a common prayer and 
statement of the spiritual implications of relief, recom- 
mended for use in all churches on Sunday, October 6. 

General questions concerning the needs in various areas 
and the nature of the work being done to meet them may 
also be directed to the same Committee, which will pro- 
vide information secured from the agencies working in 
those areas. Questions regarding the work of the de- 
nominational appeal committees should be directed to 
those committees. 


The Ecumenical Movement Goes On 


In spite of the increasing political tension occasioned by 
the war in Europe, the Provisional Committee of the World 
Council of Churches continues to function. Its head- 
quarters in Geneva have remained intact under the direc- 
tion of Rev. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft (Dutch) and Rev. Hans 
Schonfeld (German), with the collaboration of Rev. 
Nils Ehrenstrom in Sweden, Rev. William Paton in Eng- 
land and Rev. Henry Smith Leiper in America. The fact 
that these representatives of the churches of countries 
which are at war can continue to work together in one 
Christian movement is gratifying evidence of the new 
ecumenicity which has arisen in the Church during the 
last few years. 

In July there met in the Palace of Bishop Irenaeus at 
Novi Sad in Jugoslavia an Ecumenical Study Conference 
in which representatives of the Orthodox Churches of the 
Balkans participated. The Conference adopted a de- 
tailed program of study and action which is intended to 
give practical expression to their will for close codperation. 

In June the Church of England officially joined the 
World Council of Churches. Sixty-seven non-Roman 
bodies in various parts of the world have now approved 
membership in the World Council. 


HELP US HELP YOU! 
We save Ministers and Religious Organizations from 50% to 60% 
on Guaranteed Duplicator and Office Supplies. Catalogue free. 


MINISTERS’ PURCHASING LEAGUE 
Famous Testing Building : 
74-76 Eaker Street Dayton, Ohio, U.S.A. 


14 FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


ABINGDON 
FALL BOOKS 
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(Drew Lectureship in Biography, 1940) 
EDWARD HOWARD GRIGGS 


HOSE who appreciate noble thought and jewel-like lan- 
guage will delight in this study of six great men: Socrates, 
Francis of Assisi, Erasmus, Carlyle, Emerson, Tolstoy. Through 
these leaders the volume interprets the great epochs of culture 
and the resulting heritage for us today. $2.00 
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FRED TAYLOR WILSON 


HIS volume gives to the average man in simple language 
the essence of three great philosophies: the Socratic phil- 
osophy of self-knowledge, from a physical, mental, social and 
spiritual standpoint; the practice of the philosophy of Stoi- 
cism; and the Christian doctrine of unselfish service. $1.50 
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Christian groups, all of which aim to help the Christian 
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The chapters are surcharged with militant faith in Jesus Christ 
as the answer to man’s predicament. $2.00 
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Trinity, about the history of the Christian Church, about Old 
Testament History. 50 cents 
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Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, of Dallas, Texas, former Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council of Churches, was one of the 
leaders at the Harvard University Conference held July 
8-19 on the general theme, “Religious Principles and Con- 
temporary National and International Issues.” Bishop 
Holt, who is Vice-Chairman of the Joint Executive Com- 
mittee of the American Sections of the Life and Work 
and the Faith and Order Movements, centered his Har- 
vard addresses around the contribution which the ecumen- 
ical movement is making to world unity. 


Biennial Meeting Plans 

The Biennial Meeting of the Federal Council will be 
held this year at Atlantic City in conjunction with the 
annual meetings of the Home Missions Council, the Coun- 
cil of Women for Home Missions and a conference of the 
United Stewardship Council. It is expected that groups 
from the Foreign Missions Conference and the National 
Council of Church Women will also cooperate. 

The various agencies will have separate business ses- 
sions before or after the joint sessions, which will begin at 
eleven o’clock on the morning of December 10th and 
continue through the morning of the 12th. The business 
meeting of the Federal Council will be the 12th and 13th. 

Advance preparation is being made for seminars which 
will discuss problems common to the various agencies and 
plans for a closer coordination of their several programs. 


ID YOU ever feel the thrill a pastor experiences 
D when his church is moving ahead, money is pour- 
church packed at 
A parish paper will give you this thrill. 
compete with the movies, the automobile, the Sunday newspaper 
and golf. A parish paper fills empty pews. 


every 
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treasury, 


Instead of wishing and hoping, take the initiative. 
Step out, establish a local church paper, and then watch the 
results. 

We standardize in parish paper work. A better magazine 
at about one-fifth usual prices. A few ads or subscriptions will 
pay all publishing expenses. 

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 
“There has been renewed interest in the entire life of our parish, 


which I believe is due in no small degree to the Parish Herald.”—Rev. 
D. C. Means, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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‘Day of Prayer for Peace: September 8 


September 8 has been designated as a united Day of 
Prayer “for the establishment of a just and permanent 
peace among all the nations of the world.” This action 
was taken by the President of the United States on August 
8 and was accompanied by the suggestion that churches 
of all denominations should unite in intercession on that 
day. 

The action of President Roosevelt will be especially 
gratifying to the many church leaders who have expressed 
the desire for such a united period of prayer in the present 
crisis. A request that a day of prayer be designated was 
made to the President of the United States by Dr. George 

A. Buttrick as President of the Federal Council last spring, 
with the codperation of prominent Roman Catholic and 
Jewish leaders. 


Public Relations of the Churches 


Under the leadership of the Laymen’s Codperating 
_ Commission a new program for interpreting the message 
and work of the churches to the general public has been 
launched by the Federal Council. A director of public 
relations took up his work with the Council on July 22. 

The new program contemplates not merely the pub- 
licizing of the activities of the Federal Council and other 
interdenominational agencies, but also the interpretation 
of the significance of Christianity for contemporary life. 
One of the special interests will be the improvement of the 
news devoted to the churches in the daily press. 

Mr. John Fortson, who is to have charge of the program, 
although still young, has had exceptional experience in 
newspaper work and in other fields of public contact. 
Graduating from the University of Oklahoma in 1934, 
after having served as editor of the student daily news- 
paper at the University, he became a reporter for the 
Oklahoma City Times and also served as a news com- 
mentator for its affiliated radio station, WKY. Later he 
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became managing editor of a newspaper in Seminole, Okla. 
In 1937 Mr. Fortson became associated with the United 
Press, being in charge of its Special Service Bureau in 
Washington. His latest position was with the Crowell- 
Collier Publishing Company, for which he wrote radio 
script. 

During the rest of this year Mr. Fortson will concen- 
trate on directing the publicity for the National Christian 
Mission. 


New Publications 


Christianity and Democracy. By Benson Y. Landis. 
A discussion guide for a study of democracy and Christian 
citizenship, arranged for four sessions—Why the Crisis in 
Democracy? Does Democracy Depend upon Religion? 
Will Democracy Work in Our Time? and What Can Chris- 
tians Do? 48 pages. Board of Christian Education, Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia. 25 cents. 

Report of the Interfaith Conference on Unemployment, 
held in Washington last June. Includes findings and sum- 
maries of addresses. 39 pages. Single copy, 15 cents; 
10 copies, $1.00; 100 copies, $7.00. 

_ The Contribution of Religion to Mental Health. By 
Seward Hiltner. A reprint from Mental Hygiene, July, 
1940. 12 pages. Single copy, 10 cents. 

Mental Hygiene and Religion. By Milton E. Kirk- 
patrick, M.D. A reprint from Mental Hygiene, July, 
1940. 12 pages. Single copy, 10 cents. 

The Christian Year. A list of the seasons and festivals 
of the Christian Year, with suggestions for their observ- 
ance. Revised edition, 15 cents per copy. 

Unless otherwise indicated, these publications are to be 
ordered from the Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York. 


Interpretation of Havana Conference 

A mimeographed analysis of the actions of the Havana 
Conference, giving Dr. Van Kirk’s personal interpreta- 
tion and not to be construed as necessarily reflecting the 
viewpoint of the Council, may be had for 10 cents from 
the Federal Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


Lake Geneva, 1940 

The Employed Council Secretaries 
Conference, which met at Lake Geneva, 
Wis., July 8 to 12, was a historic occasion, 
as described in the words of Evah Lane 
of Kansas City, who was elected the sec- 
retary of this conference: 

“For the past several years, two bright 
stars—the Association of Executive Secre- 
taries of Councils of Churches, known as 
A.E.S., and the Employed Council Officers 
Association, called E.C.0O.A—have been 
moving toward each other, drawn by that 
great and powerful magnet—Ecumenicity. 
This week, in the beautiful setting of lake 
and hill at Conference Point, on Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, they met and merged, 
and ‘unto them was a new name given’— 
A.C.S.—Association of Council Secretaries.” 


The theme which permeated all of the 
sessions of the conference was “The Chris- 
tian Community.” At eight o’clock each 
day a general seminar studied “Christian 
Faith in God,’ “The Christian View of 
Man,” “The Christian Way of Life” and 
“The Christian Church.” Under these 
headings the seminar sought to discover 
and understand the -basic ideas and con- 
cepts which undergird the Christian Com- 
munity. Dean Luther Allen Weigle of 
Yale University and Miss Ruth I. Seabury, 
Educational Secretary of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, were the seminar leaders. 

The second half of each forenoon con- 
sidered the developing of the Christian 
community through state and local coun- 
cils. The purpose, the program, the or- 


ganization and the financing of a council 
were respectively treated in papers pre- 
pared by J. Quinter Miller, E. C. Farn- 
ham, Hugh Chamberlin Burr and Hayden 
L. Stright. These papers, it is hoped, will 
be edited by the Inter-Council Field De- 
partment and later made available to those 
who are members of the Association. 

The evening sessions consisted of four 
lectures presented by Miss Ruth I. Seabury. 
Here our study centered in the relation 
of foreign missions, home missions, youth 
and laymen to the building of the Chris- 
tian community. The worship sessions, 
both at the beginning of the day and at 
the vesper hour, under the leadership of 
John B. Ketcham and Deane Edwards, 
were horizon-widening experiences. 


This background of thought, study, 
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prayer and worship, created an environ- 
ment in which it was easy to see the es- 
sential oneness of our common task. When 
it came to the business sessions in the 
afternoon of each day there was one dis- 
senting vote to the Joint Committee Re- 
port to merge the Association of Executive 
Secretaries and the Employed Council 
Officers Association. The reasons given in 
the new Constitution for uniting these two 
organizations were, (a) overlapping of 
personnel; (b) the trend in world Chris- 
tianity toward unity; (c) the experience 
of joint sessions at Lake Geneva in pre- 
vious years; (d) the trend within the 
church toward making religious education 
an integral part of its life; (e) the simpli- 
fication of organization. 

The purpose of the new Association of 
Council Secretaries will be to continue the 
purposes formerly represented by the 
A.E.S. and the E.C.O.A., to provide 
fellowship, sharing of experience and the 
nurturing of progress and growth among 
its members, to maintain close contact with 
parent bodies, and to improve standards of 
service and program for all members in 
their respective organizations. 

All employed secretaries and staff mem- 
bers of church organizations (city, county, 
state, national and international) codperat- 


‘Tomahawks.”’ Cloth, $1.00 Paper, 60 cents. 


THE HALF MOON PRESS 
Books, Church and School Supplies 


156 Fifth Avenue 


Christianity Marehes On! 


A Fascinating Panoramic View of the Steady March of Christianity Down Through the Centuries 


Here one gets a perspective of the history of the Christian Church without reading lengthy 
volumes on church history. While of great interest to the general reader, it is particularly 
suited to Young People’s and Adult study groups. “Test Questions” and “The Forum’? at 
the end of each of the twelve chapters fix historical facts and stimulate original thinking. 

Christianity Marches On! is the first in a new series of texts for weekday schools being 
prepared by the Board of Education of the Reformed Church in America. 

Doctor Sessler is pastor of the First Reformed Church of College Point, New York City, 
and author of ‘‘Communal Pietism Among Early American Moravians” and “Saints and 


ing in the Inter-Council Field Department, 
may, on application and payment of dues, 
become members of the organization. The 
annual dues for each member are two 
dollars, and in addition, each organization 
represented by a staff member in the 
Association shall be asked to contribute an 
amount equal to one-tenth of one percent 
of its total budget, with a maximum of 
twenty-five dollars for a city and state 
council, and a maximum of fifty dollars 
for a national organization. 

Significant matters were discussed and 
referred to the Inter-Council Field De- 
partment, including a common symbol for 
united Protestantism that would be car- 
ried on the letterheads of all councils; the 
syndication of publicity and interpretative 
materials dealing with the codperative 
movement; the development of a state- 
ment of purpose that will guide all the 
councils in the present emergency situation, 
and the preparation of guidance materials 
from the papers presented in the specialized 
sessions, including a manual on finance. 

Of paramount importance was the ‘spirit 
of unity and the sense of fellowship which 
grew during the conference. All who were 
there now feel themselves to be fellow- 
laborers in a common cause. 

J. QuintER MILLER 


By JACOB J. SESSLER 


New York, N. Y. 


AU together for RALLY DAY! 
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Send invitations! 
children feel that they have a definite part in the 
opening day. Attractive, original designs for each 
grade are available. 
hundred. 


Give souvenirs! 
so attractively illustrated, these Rally Day Lantern 
novelty greeting tags make. the memory of the day 
last longer. Brightly colored and corded. 20 cents a 
dozen; $1.25 a hundred. 


Give buttons! 


They arouse enthusiasm and make 


20 cents a dozen; $1.25 a 


501. Beginners, with an illustration of a Children’s choir. 

502. Primary and Early Junior. 
a Hilltop Sunday School. 

506. Senior and Adult. 


With an illustration of 
“The Glad Autumn Call.” 
Always welcome, especially when 


A souvenir and keepsake, this Rally 


Day button is religious in appeal and beautiful in design. Have one for everyone, 


$1.75 a hundred. 


Don't forget offering envelopes! 
possible. 


Distribute these several weeks in advance if 
Bright colors; new design. 45 cents a hundred; $4.00 a thousand. 


For complete list of our supplies for Rally Day, send at once to 
your nearest Presbyterian Book Store for our free leaflet. 
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New Secretary for 
Connecticut 


Rev. Everett G. Babcock has been 
elected general secretary of the Connecti- 
cut Council of Churches and Religious 
Education, to take effect September 15, 
1940. Mr. Babcock succeeds Rev. J. 
Quinter Miller, who began work on full 
time as an Associate General Secretary of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America on September first. 

Rev. Mr. Babcock has recently resigned 
as the general secretary of the Vermont 
Council of Churches, which position he 
held for the past several years. Prior to 
that time he had served as the pastor of 
the Federated Church of East Burke, Ver- 
mont. Mr. Babcock is a graduate of Yale 
Divinity School, is married and has three 
children. He will take up his residence in 
West Hartford in early September. 


Louisville Has 
New Leadership 

The Louisville (Ky.) Council of 
Churches has elected Frank H. Gregg as 
its executive secretary succeeding the late 
Dr. John Lowe Fort. Mr. Gregg comes 
to his new work out of important experi- 
ence in the Y.M.C.A. of twenty-three years, 
all of which, with the exception of four- 
teen months, has been spent in the service 
of the Association in Louisville. He has 
been successively business secretary, office 
secretary, boys’ work secretary, religious 
work secretary and associate general secre- 
tary of the Louisville Association. Mr. 
Gregg is also active in the Council of Social 
Agencies of Louisville and a lay leader in 
the Louisville Methodist Church. 


St. Louis Develops 
Weekday Religious Education 

The new program of weekday religious 
education launched by the Metropolitan 
Church Federation of St. Louis shows 
gratifying progress. A preliminary report 
shows that 38 church centers (nine of 
which are Negro) are serving children in 
46 elementary public schools, and that 127 
accredited teachers from eleven denomina- 
tions are codperating in the program. The 
enrollment totaled 4,288. 

This program has been developed as a 
result of action taken by the St. Louis 
Board of Education in December, 1938, 
authorizing the release of children from 
school one hour each week for religious 
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International Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- 
spiring lesson expositions written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- 
denominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- 
mens of 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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instruction, if a signed request is made by 
the parents. The action of the Board 
of Education of the city was in response 
to overtures from the churches. 


Atlanta Organizes 
Religious Film Bureau 
' The Atlanta Christian Council and the 
~.Ministerial Association of the city are 
forming a Religious Film Codperative for 
the purpose of providing a library of re- 
ligious and educational films for the use of 
the churches and other groups in the city. 
A membership fee of two dollars is charged 
for each codperating group. The Harmon 
Foundation of New York, through its 
Division of Religious Motion Pictures, is 
codperating in the plan. 


Chicago Women in 
Missionary Institute 


The Fourth Annual Interdenominational 
Missionary Institute arranged by the 
Women’s Department of the Chicago 
Church Federation, will be held September 
23-25. The program arranged by Mrs. 
George R. Wilson, Chairman, includes a 
mass meeting at which the speaker will be 
Dr. Samuel H. Franklin, Jr., Director of 
the Delta Coéperative Farm in Mississippi. 
The subject for foreign missionary study 
during this year—‘China”—and the sub- 
ject for home mission study, ‘Shifting 
Populations in America,” will both be 
presented by well-known missionary 
leaders. 
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Nassau County Moves Ahead 

The United Christian Council of Nassau 
County (N.Y.) is projecting a program of 
advance designed to meet the new condi- 
tions created by its rapidly growing com- 
munities. Commissions are at work on de- 
veloping a program in the field of youth 
work, religious education, weekday church 
schools, race relations, evangelism and 
Christian service in public institutions. 

Ralph Warren Brown, who is the execu- 
tive director of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Nassau and Suffolk Counties, 
has recently been elected president of the 
United Christian Council. Under his 
leadership a sponsoring group of one 
hurdred outstanding men and women of 
the County is being formed. 


AMONG THE NEW BOOKS 


Can Christianity Save 
Civilization? 
By Water MarsHALL Horton 
Harper & Bros. $2.00 


At an hour when Western civilization 
seems to be disintegrating, it is heartening 
to discover a writer who is as skillful as 
Professor Horton of Oberlin in diagnosing 
the situation and helping his readers to 

- understand it. 
The “heart and soul” of every healthy 
- civilization is shown to be found in its re- 
ligion. This is true even of primitive and 
non-Christian cultures, as is illustrated by 
a survey of what the revival of Buddhism 
under King Asoka in India did to initiate 


OUR CHURCH AT WORK 


By Margaret Winchester 


A New Course in the 
Junior Bible Workbook Series 


For boys and girls nine 
to eleven years of age 


In this course boys and girls dis- 
cover many ways in which the church 
serves the individual, the community, 
and the world, and come to sense the 
importance of their personal loyalty 
and cooperation in perpetuating its 


work and ideals. 


Like the other workbooks in this series, this text uses supervised 
class study and a variety of interesting notebook work. 


Pupil’s Workbook, 20 cents; Teacher’s Guide, 15 cents 


Send for a sample copy, and for a circular introducing the entire series of 
Junior Bible Workbooks. 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


14 Beacon St. 
Boston, Mass. 


an era of cultural creativity in Eastern 
Asia. As for Christianity, it has at differ- 
ent periods arrested cultural decay and 
saved the essential values of Western so- 
ciety. Illustrations ofthis regenerative 
power are found in what Christianity did 
in remoulding civilization when the Roman 
Empire crashed to ruin, in becoming the 
unifying factor in mediaeval feudalism, and 
in playing the creative role, through the 
Protestant Reformation, in our industrial 
civilization and modern democracy. Hav- 
ing released powerful forces, hc wever, 
Protestantism has ncw lost control of 
them. The belief is voiced that the 
Catholic and the Protestant traditions may 
unite to produce the “new Christianity” 
that is needed. 


19 S. LaSalle St. 
Chicago, Ill. 


If Christianity were only a set of 
abstract ideas and ideals, it could never 
save civilization nor create a better one ; 
it can do so only as it is embodied in a 
living movement—the Christian Church 
revitalized and unified. The immediate 
outlook for the Church is far from en- 
couraging, but in various ways a “new 
Christianity” is emerging. 


Religion Yesterday and Today 


By Henry Srtoane Corrin 
Cokesbury Press. $1.75 


The changes in the religious thinking of 
the last half-century constitute the theme 
of this keen and inspiring appraisal. The 

faith in automatic progress,” widely held 
a generation ago, is now shattered, and 
men recogrize the need of a God who is 
“above and other than the cosmic forces.” 
The ‘Divine Immanence,” which went 
along with the evolutionary emphasis, pro- 
duced such an overconfidence in human 
nature and in man’s power to save himself 
that a reassertion of the transcendence of 
God has taken place. The effect of Biblical 
criticism tended for a time to make the 
Scriptures seemj less important and to 
crowd them out of religious education, but 
a fresh appreciation of their permanent 
place has now come. The stress on “re- 
ligious experience” and “the quest for God” 
no longer seems sufficient without a clear 
doctrine of God’s self-revelation in Jesus 
Christ. There is an arresting review of the 
rise of the social conscience in the Church, 
and of the different forms in which it has 
expressed itself. That the “social gospel” 
was often proclaimed superficially, with- 
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plied; also family and town historian toed 
zine back numbers, etc. All subjects, all lan- 
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Religious Books a Specialty 
(We also supply current books at publishers 
prices postpaid.) 
AMERICAN LIBRARY SER 
117 West 48th St. Dept. B New Wee ee 
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cents each, postpaid; yearly 
subscription, 30 cents, post- 
paid; foreign, 40 cents. 
Braille edition, for the 
blind, $2 per year, 50 
cents per issue. 
Send all orders to 
THE 
UPPER ROOM 
Box 1150 
Nashville, 


SUN MON TUE WED THU 


September, 1940 


out any deep understanding of all that the 
Kingdom of God involves, is frankly ad- 
mitted. The final chapter deals with the 
new place of the Church in Protestant 
thinking. It is seen as the historic and 
universal fellowship centering in Christ, 
and taking on heightened significance 
against the background of anti-Christian 
ideologies of our day. 


The Amazing Story of Repeal 
By FLETCHER DoBYNS 
Willett, Clark & Co. $3.00 

The “amazing” aspect of this book lies 
in its well-documented evidence that the 
Eighteenth Amendment was repealed as a 
result of a propaganda lavishly supported 
by a small group of very wealthy men. 
Names, dates and details are given, often 
drawn from the voluminous testimony 
submitted to the Lobby Investigation Com- 
mittee of the U. S. Senate. Involved in 
the record is the story of the way in 
which corrupt political machines, and even 
the underworld, were made the allies of 
the repeal movement. 

In addition to being an important his- 
torical treatment of a major social prob- 
lem, the book ‘is also notable as an exposé 
of propaganda methods. The techniques 
for “putting over”? a scheme on a public 
that little suspects some of the hidden mo- 
tives stand out baldly. 


Sons But Not Heirs 


By At¥Frep J. PENNEY 
Putnam’s. $2.50 

Under this rather critical title, the author 
addresses himself frankly to “the trend of 
the Church.” The reason for the decline 
of so many churches is not found in any 
of the easy excuses often alleged—such as 
the movies, the golf course, the automo- 
bile—for the author has seen the same 
decline in villages of Labrador where none 
of these diversions is present. The chief 
problem is with the preacher himself; when 
the preacher has a strong vital faith, a pro- 
gressive mind, a Christlike spirit and inspi- 
rational ability he can still hold his people. 

A practical weakness is inadequacy of or- 
ganization in the average local church—the 
kind of organization which enlists the mem- 
bers in important work. Church union is 
regarded as less important than usually 
supposed. Codperation, however, is neces- 
sary. The restlessness among the clergy is 
discussed with much common sense. The 
attitude of the Church toward marriage 
and divorce, war and peace, politics and 
social work is treated in a way that en- 
courages the minister to courageous 
thought and action but without resorting 
to extreme positions. The missionary out- 
reach of the Church is taken as the touch- 
stone of its spiritual life. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. Full 
Upholstered Back and Seat. Rubber 
Feet. Send for Sample. $16.00 dozen. 


Redington Co., Dept. 35, Scranton, Pa. 
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@ Maybe it merely supplements irregul:: 
earnings... Maybe it’s just the difference b 
tween peace of mind and frequent worry . 
Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age . 


There are many situations in life which :« 
Annuity Agreement of the American Bib 
Society can take care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, fc 
a relative or a friend. And when once it is a; 
ranged there is no further bother. No coupons 1 
clip—no papers to keep track of ... Just accept th 
check which arrives at regular intervals. Such check 
have been bringing comfort and peace of mind to thousands 
And for over 90 years those checks have never failed, regardless of bus 
ness conditions. 


Then too, there is a great personal satisfaction to every one who 
secures such an Annuity Agreement. For they help to extend the all- 
important, world-wide Bible ministry of the American Bible Society. 


Let us send you a booklet entitled “A Gift 
That Lives.” It tells you about the plan 
and how it works out. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, New York, N. Y. AN 
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MILLIONS of war orphans and other innocent victims of war 
had Christmas trees, homes and happy firesides last December. 


TODAY they are homeless, destitute, praying not for Christmas 
trees and toys, but for food, shelter and life's necessities. 


PARE aA ton Pa 
ay GONG OLN Gey 


MANY of them will not survive for another Christmas unless 
we apply the Golden Rule. 


ONE PENNY per meal, or $10 per year, will support, $25 will 
support and educate one war orphan for one year under Mme. 
Chiang Kai-shek in China. 


A NICKEL or more, proportionate to higher living costs, will 
render similar life saving ministry in Europe or in neglected 
areas of our own land. 


GOLDEN-RULE GUARANTEED 
WAR-RELIEF LIFE ANNUITIES 


Golden Rule Annuities combine (a) Old Age Security, (b) 
Patriotism, (c) Philanthropy, (d) Pure Religion. They provide: 


HOLLAND 


ans 


(1) An irreducible life income of from 3% to 8% to 
the donor which, with tax exemptions, is equal to 
3%-21% on a fully taxable investment. 


(2) The contract of an old line legal reserve life insur- 
ance company guaranteeing prompt regular an- 
nuity payments throughout life. 


(3) Best of all, partnership in Golden Rule Life Saving 
Philanthropy NOW when needed as never before 
and we hope never again. 


TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT of the total gift will be transmitted 
immediately, if and as requested by the donor, direct to any 
war relief or other tax-exempt charity that the donor may 
designate. Receipt will be sent from the beneficiary organiza- 
tion direct to the donor. The remainder, after providing for the 
insurance company’s guarantee of the life annuities will be 
used by the Golden Rule Foundation in the interest of philan- 
thropy with special immediate consideration to war orphans 
and refugees. : 


“I'd rather give all the money I've got than to give 
my two sons.”—An American Mother, 1940. 


THE GOLDEN RULE FOUNDATION | The GOLDEN RULE as PARAPHRASED for A. D. 1940 


60 East 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. Whatsoever you would have others do for your 

family and loved ones if your country were in- 
vaded, you were killed, your home bombed, your 
property destroyed, and your family and loved ones — 
| Sioned | driven penniless into exile, do ye even so for war 


Gentlemen:—Please send me leaflet FC-9 containing complete information re- 
garding your Guaranteed War-Relief Life Annuities for annuitant aged.... | 


orphans, homeless mothers and other innocent 
| refugees, who today are destitute, discouraged, hun-— 
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